November 16, 2006 -- approved

Fe11owship of Orthodox Churches of Connecticut

BY-LAWS

Glory to the Holy and Life-creating Trinity, one in essence and undivided, now and forever and to the ages of ages. Amen.
PREAMBLE

The Orthodox Christian Church is one, organically united in the Holy Spirit through adherence to the Apostolic faith found in Holy Scripture and Holy Tradition. By Her nature, the Church is conciliar. The local Church has always met in council to discuss and address issues of common interest affecting the whole Body in a given region. It is in this tradition that the Fellowship, with respect for the Holy Canons and the hierarchy of the Church, undertakes to bear witness to the organic and total unity of the Church of Christ present in the State of Connecticut, fully cognizant of the canonical and jurisdictional difficulties of the present situation in America.

ARTICLE I -  NAME AND PURPOSE

Section 1:
The name of this organization shall be the Fellowship of Orthodox Churches of Connecticut. Hereinafter referred to as the “fellowship.”

Section 2:
The purpose of the fellowship is to manifest the unity of the Church through worship, educational programs, philanthropic activities and institutions, and fellowship common to all the Eastern Orthodox parishes within Connecticut and to provide a means by which continued communication and understanding can be encouraged and bear witness to the Orthodox faith in CT.

Section 3:
Notwithstanding any other provisions of these articles, the organization is organized exclusively for one or more of the purposes as specified in Section 501(cX3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, and shall not carry on any activities not permitted to be carried on by an organization exempt from Federal income tax under IRC 501 (cX3) or corresponding provisions of any subsequent law.

No part of the net earnings of the organization shall inure to the benefit of any member, trustee, director, officer of the organization, or any private individual (except that reasonable compensation may be paid for services rendered to or for the organization), and no member, trustee, or officer of the organization or any private individual shall be entitled to share in the distribution of any of the organizations assets on dissolution of the organization.

No substantial part of the activities of the organization shall be carrying on propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation (except as otherwise provided by IRC 5O1(b)}or participating in, or intervening in (including the publication or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of, or in opposition to, any candidate for public office.

In the event of dissolution, all of the remaining assets and property of the organization shall after payment of all necessary expenses thereof, be distributed to organizations that qua1ify under Section 501(cX3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or corresponding provisions of any subsequent Federal tax laws, or to the Federal government or State or local governments for a public purpose, subject to the approval of a Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of Connecticut.

In any year in which the organization is a private foundation as described in Section 509(a), the organization shall distribute its income for said period in such time and manner as not to subject it to tax under IRC 4942, and the organization shall not (a) engage in any act of self-dealing as defined in IRC 4941(d), (b) retain an excess business holdings as defined in Section 4943(c), (c) make any investments in such manner as to subject the organization to tax under Section 4944, or (d) make any taxable expenditures as defined in IRC 4945(d) or corresponding provisions of any subsequent Federal tax laws.

ARTICLE II- MEMBERSHIP

Section 1:

For purposes of these By-laws, a member of FORCC is any parish in Connecticut under the jurisdiction of a canonical Orthodox church (SCOBA)which makes an annual financial commitment to support FORCC.

Section 2:

Parish delegates. Each member parish shall be represented by its parish members in attendance at any meeting, not to exceed three (3) voting representatives.

ARTICLE 111 – THE FELLOWSHIP

Section 1: 
In general the fellowship shall adhere to Robert’s Rules of Order in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these By-Laws.

Section 2: 
Six (6) regular meetings will be held in January, March, May, June, September, and November.  The Annual Meeting shall be held on the third Thursday of November.

Section 3: 
Special meetings may be called by the President, Executive Board, or upon written petition of five (5) member parishes of the fellowship. Discussions and decisions at said meetings shall be limited to the announced agenda.

Section 4: 

Notices of all meetings shall be mailed or e-mailed  at least one week in advance of said meetings.

Section 5:
A quorum shall exist if five (5) member parishes are represented by one (1) or more of their parish delegates.

Section 6:

Voting shall be by majority vote of the delegates present, except on issues that shall involve either (a) unbudgeted expenditures in excess of one thousand dollars ($1,000), or (b) establish an institution or program of a permanent nature requiring the outlay of capital, or (c) such issues as may substantially effect the fellowship as a whole, as well as (d) the amendment of these By-laws, provided for in Article VI below, or (e) the dissolution of the fellowship provided for in Article VII below, then voting shall be by member parish. In these situations, after appropriate discussion, then a two-thirds vote shall be required for passage.  Voting in these instances shall be by two-thirds vote of those in attendance.

Section 7:

Any issue that should arise of a canonical or dogmatic nature shall be referred to the clergy co-chair for study, review, and ruling.

ARTICLE IV – THE OFFICERS AND THEIR ELECTION

Section 1.
The elected officers of the fellowship shall consist of a President, Corresponding Secretary, Recording Secretary, Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer. The Executive Board shall consist of the elected officers in addition to the Immediate Past President and the three (3) clergy co-chairs as stated in Article IV Section 2.

Section 2:
There shall be three (3) clergy, appointed by the active clergy members, serving as co-​chairmen on revolving three year terms. Appointment shall be made at the first Annual Meeting as follows:  one (1) for one year, one (1) for two years, and one (1) for three years.  At each Annual Meeting thereafter, one clergy chair shall be appointed for a term of three (3) years.

Section 3: 
The term of office for all officers shall be two years. The election for such officers

shall be held at the Annual Meeting in November. An officer may hold a particular office for a   maximum of two consecutive terms.

Section 4:
The President shall preside at all meetings of the fellowship and shall seek to uphold these bylaws.  
(S)he shall be an ex officio member of every standing and ad hoc committee.

Section 5:  
When such events shall arise as shall require immediate response, the President shall, in consultation with the Executive Board, be authorized to take such action as (s)he shall deem appropriate. (S)he shall be authorized to expend up to five hundred ($500) dollars in this regard. Any such action shall be reported to the full fellowship at its next regular meeting.

Section 6: 
The President and Treasurer shall sign all papers, contracts, and other such documents as would obligate the fellowship.

Section 7: 
The Immediate Past President shall assist the President. (S)he shall preside in the absence of the President . In the event of death, resignation, or incapacity of the President, the Immediate Past President shall oversee the election process of a new President.

Section 8:
The Secretaries shall keep accurate minutes and records of the fellowship, conduct correspondence, and take attendance at meetings. 

Section 9:
The Treasurer shall receive all income, and pay by check all obligations of the fellowship, except as provided for in Section 10 below. All checks shall require two signatures from among  the President, Treasurer and Immediate Past President. The treasurer or assistant treasurer shall deposit all funds in such banks and/or investment programs, as shall be authorized by the fellowship.  The Treasurer shall keep accurate records of receipts and disbursements and shall furnish (a) a report of current income/expenses and balances to the fellowship at its regular meetings; (b) any other financial information as may be requested. The fiscal year shall begin on January1 and end on December 31. They shall furnish an audited annual financial report at the meeting in January. The Treasurer shall also submit, after appropriate consultation, a proposed budget at the regular January meeting.

Section 10:
The fellowship may authorize a Standing Committee to establish its own accounts in order to receive income and pay by check any obligations of said Committee. All checks shall be signed by the Treasurer and Chair of that Committee. (S)he shall deposit all funds in such banks and/or investment programs as shall be authorized by the fellowship. That Treasurer shall keep accurate records of receipts and disbursements and shall furnish a report of current balances to the fellowship at its regular meeting as well as any other financial information as may be requested. (S)he shall furnish an audited annual financial report at the meeting in January.

The Treasurer of the Committee shall also submit after appropriate consultation with the           Treasurer of the fellowship, a proposed budget at the regular January meeting.

Section 11:
        The President, with the consent of the fellowship, shall appoint an Auditing Committee at the      regular November meeting consisting of two persons who shall audit the financial records of all fellowship and Committee accounts for the current fiscal year and present their reports along with the Treasurers report at the meeting in January.

ARTICLE V – COMMITTEES

Section 1:         The President shall, with the consent of the fellowship, appoint the membership  and chairs of the 

        various committees. The Standing Committees shall be:

Section 2: 
       The Ways and Means Committee. This committee shall draft a program for raising funds for the        fellowship and shall carry out the same.

Section 3:
      Scholarship Committee.  This committee shall be appointed at the January meeting and shall oversee the scholarship program.

Section 4: 
     The Youth Committee. This committee shall plan and organize youth-centered activities in     accordance with the guidelines established by the fellowship.

Section 5:
     The Auditing Committee. This committee shall consist of two persons appointed at the regular November meeting in accordance with Article IV, Section 11 above.

Section 6:
     The Nominating Committee. In election years, this committee shall be appointed at the regular September meeting and shall present its recommendations of qualified candidates to fill the various fellowship offices at the Annual November meeting.

Section 7:

The Education Committee.  This committee shall plan and organize educational programs.

Section 8:
     The fellowship or the President may from time to time establish such ad hoc committees as may be necessary. The fellowship may establish additional permanent Standing Committees by amendment to these By-laws.
ARTICLE VI- AMENDMENTS 

Section 1:
     These By-laws shall not be amended, altered, changed or modified except by an absolute majority  vote of the member parishes present, outlined in Article III, Section 6 above, and after having been presented and discussed during at least two regular meetings.

ARTICLE VII- DISSOLUTION OF THE FELLOWSHIP

Section 1:
When it has been determined by a unanimous vote of the officers that either the fellowship is incapable of sustaining itself and/or wishes to be dissolved, President shall present a motion to dissolve before the fellowship, and after discussion it shall be laid on the table for a period of three (3) months. After three (3) months another meeting of the fellowship shall be called for the express purpose of voting upon the motion to dissolve the fellowship. A three-fourth’s (3/4) vote of the member parishes shall be required for its adoption.

Section 2:      In the event that the motion to dissolve shall be adopted, care shall first be given that all on-going institutions or activities of the fellowship shall have been provided for. Then all remaining monies and properties held by the fellowship shall be divided equally among the accredited Theological Seminaries of  SCOBA jurisdictions.
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